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Surry County School System Educators of the Year 2019-2020 

 

It was a great morning for surprises as central office administrators, school board members, and 

business partners traveled to Rockford Elementary to surprise Mrs. DeAnna Fitzgerald as the 

2019-2020 Surry County School System Teacher of the Year.  Mrs. Fitzgerald’s parents, 

husband, children, coach and mentor, Rex Mitchell were present to assist with the surprise along 

with the Rockford Gators students and staff.   

 

“Two themes that exemplify Mrs. Fitzgerald’s teaching philosophy are ‘spread kindness’ and 

‘always try your best’.  Mrs. Fitzgerald believes it is her job to ensure students throw kindness 

around like confetti and assist one another with their learning,” shared Assistant Superintendent, 

Dr. Jill Reinhardt. 

 

Surry County Board Chairperson, Dr. Terri E. Mosley stated, “Mrs. Fitzgerald believes it is her 

responsibility to assist students in finding their gifts, setting goals, and taking the appropriate 

steps to reach and surpass their goals.  She believes her role is to help students feel safe so they 

will take chances, try something new, and push their limits.”   

 

Principal Jodi Southern and the Rockford staff were all in on the surprise to get Mrs. Fitzgerald 

outside so everyone could assemble in her classroom, the gymnasium.   

 

Similarly, at White Plains Elementary, Assistant Principal, Mrs. Kelly Waters, and the Plainsmen 

Stars were involved in covert operations to keep Mrs. Nicole Hazelwood preoccupied for the 

prize patrol to arrive at White Plains Elementary for the big announcement there.  Students and 

staff along with Mrs. Hazelwood’s parents, husband, and son gathered in the gym where Mrs. 

Hazelwood was greeted by loud cheers of “surprise”!   



 

Mr. Kevin Via, Assistant Superintendent remarked, “Mrs. Hazelwood believes her work is a 

mission and her calling.  Relationships are very important to her.  She believes they are the most 

important part of any organization and are a large part of her success at White Plains.”  

 

“Mrs. Hazelwood is visible, knows her students, what they are learning, is able to support 

students and teachers in the classroom, and is willing to work alongside teachers to get the job 

done.  For these reasons and more, we are proud Mrs. Nicole Hazelwood is the Surry County 

Schools 2019-2020 Principal of the Year,” commented Dr. Terri E. Mosley, Surry County Board 

of Education Chairperson.  

 

Committees consisting of educators, school board members, retired educators, and business 

partners selected both Fitzgerald and Hazelwood from a distinguished pool of their colleagues.  

Each educator of the year received gifts from the Surry County Board of Education.  Both will 

compete for regional titles in the fall. 

 

 
 

 


